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Never fire someone on Friday, that 
just gives them the whole weekend to 
get mad, and come back on Monday  to 
voice their anger. That was just one 
bit of advice members of the Sussex 
County Chamber of Commerce 
received at a chamber seminar on 
workplace violence on Tuesday.

According to Alan Robinson, the 
director of security for Newton 
Medical Center, a number of steps can 
be taken by employers to minimize 
the threat of a confrontation during a 
tense meeting with employees.

“Assume everyone has some trait of 
violence,” Robinson said. “This is to 
protect you against any incidents. The 
focus is on the safety of the person 
delivering the news.”

Robinson was one of four speakers 
to address members of the county 
chamber at a breakfast on Tuesday at 
Lake Mohawk Country Club. The 
speakers were all experts in different 
areas of employee-employer relation-

ships and all offered tips to keep a 
volatile situation from getting out of 
hand.

“One important factor to help keep 
a situation from getting out of hand is 
to keep it professional,” Robinson 
said. “Never fire someone in your 
office, that is your personal area. This 
is not personal, it is professional, that 
is why it should be done in a confer-
ence room, or another neutral area.”

Robinson provided a guide for 
employers to follow to safeguard their 
managers against making a bad situa-
tion worse.

Losing their job could be the news 
that pushes a person over the edge, 
Robinson said.

“You have to remember that people 
can have a lot going on in their lives 
that could be very emotional, and get-
ting news like this could be the final 
straw for them. That is why it is 
important to protect yourself,” he 
said. 

Robinson suggested picking a neu-
tral, professional place such as a con-

ference room to deliver the news. 
“The manager should always have 

a plan to what they are going to say, 
and what they are going to do,” 
Robinson said. “If you fire someone 
on a Friday afternoon, there is no one 
there to answer their questions on 
benefits and severance pay, and that 
will be all they are thinking about. 
Have the answers ready, and have a 
plan, that will help keep things calm.”

Cindy Nolte, a holistic wellness con-
sultant with years of experience as a 
manager in corporate America, 
offered some insight to keep these 
tense situations calm, and how to 
avoid them outright.

“We don’t ever want the workplace 
to be the final straw for someone. 
These issues don’t happen overnight, 
that is why it is important to get to 
know your employees and anything 
that may be happening in their lives,” 
Nolte said. “If you lead by example 
and model the behavior you want at 
work, your employees will follow.”

Nolte said that anytime a manager 

finds themselves in a confrontation 
with a disgruntled or volatile employ-
ee, the main focus should be to defuse 
the situation.

“It is important to remember that 
you don’t have to solve all of the prob-
lems right there at that moment,” 
Nolte said. “The most important thing 
to do is to defuse the anger and emo-
tions and find a calm place to work 
from.”

As a holistic coach, Nolte said that a 
person’s voice and body language can 
have a big influence over a situation. 
A volatile incident can be calmed 
down by taking deep breaths and 
speaking slowly and in a low tone.

“Sometimes if you just agree with 
one small thing, that can calm an 
angry person down,” Nolte said. 
“Breathe slowly and deeply, speak in a 
low, soft tone and lean back in a calm 
manner. Someone who keeps shout-
ing at another person who is not 
shouting back will start to look silly.”

Mary Carroll is the employment 
connections director for the SCARC 

Foundation and was impressed by the 
information she received at the 
seminar.

“I think the information that we 
heard today was very relevant and 
very useful for any manager in the 
workplace today,” Carroll said. 
“Cindy’s presentation was wonderful 
and her advice to speak in a low voice 
if someone is shouting is very helpful. 
And I thought the idea to meet with 
someone in a different office so it is 
not personal was a great tip.”

The seminar was part of the Sussex 
County Chamber of Commerce 
Wellness Committee’s program to 
bring speakers and hot topics to their 
members.

According to chamber chairperson 
Tammie Horsfield, the topic of work-
place violence was one of the most 
requested issues by members.

One aspect of the modern work-
place was brought to the discussion 
by Howard Vex, an employment law-
yer for Courter, Kobert and Cohen.

Employers learn how to avoid workplace violence

See WORKPLACE, Page A9 

By ERIC OBERNAUER
eobernauer@njherald.com

WANTAGE — Father’s Day is a 
time for celebrating and honoring the 
dads in our lives, but for the fathers of 
special-needs children, it is all too 
often a day when their sense of isola-
tion is reinforced.

Carol Lee Spages, activities chair-
person for Sussex Elks Lodge 2288, 
explained that as children with spe-
cial needs grow older, they often find it 
harder to assimilate into groups of 
similarly aged peers. As these chil-
dren fit in less and are invited less 
frequently to father-and-son outings 
like ballgames, birthday parties and 
picnics, it is not only the children but 
their fathers, too, who suffer a loss of 
camaraderie and social connection 
with other dads.

For them, and for their entire fami-
lies, the Sussex Elks will be hosting a 
Father’s Day breakfast from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Sunday followed by a free, fun-
filled, nature-themed gathering in the 
afternoon from 2 to 4 p.m. The break-
fast, consisting of eggs, bacon, sau-
sage, French toast, home fries, toast, 
pastries, juice, coffee and tea, also is 
free for dads and is $5 for all other 
adults, with a reduced price for kids.

Families may attend either or both 
events.

The afternoon event will feature a 
baby animal presentation by Lori Day 
of Space Farms Zoo & Museum, as 
well as nature crafts, games, adven-
tures, discoveries and, weather per-
mitting, an outdoor scavenger hunt. 
Free snacks also will be provided.

“Children in general respond very 
well to baby animals because they’re 
small and not intimidating,” Day said. 
“I have done this many times and 
always bring baby animals that are 
safe for the children to get close to.” 

When given the opportunity to 
interact with animals, Day said, chil-
dren with autism often find it easier to 
overcome their difficulties reaching 
out toward other people. She said she 
always chooses carefully which ani-
mals to take with her and mentioned 

By ERIC OBERNAUER
eobernauer@njherald.com

WANTAGE — Tuesday was the last 
day of classes at the Clifton E. 
Lawrence School, and while there was 
giddy excitement aplenty, a palpable 
sense of grief also remained as stu-
dents and teachers alike continued 
mourning the passing of a child who, 
by all accounts, touched the lives of 
nearly everyone who knew her.

Nearly a month has gone by since 
Faith Moor, 8, passed away May 20 
from complications of an illness she 
contracted in March. Born with Down 
syndrome, Faith had struggled until 
this year to express herself verbally. 
Still, according to special education 
teacher Jessica Musilli, who was 
Faith’s teacher for the last three years, 
it didn’t keep Faith from finding a way 
into the hearts of just about everyone 
at the school who came into contact 
with her.

Faith’s father, Joseph Moor, called 
his little girl “a force of nature.”

“Faith was the sort of child who 
made sure people got what she was 
about,” is how her mother, Susan Moor, 
put it. “She was going to make them 
like her and know her and be a part of 
her life.”

Lori Devens, the school secretary, 
said it was a daily ritual for Faith to 
come into the office and help her and 
Debra Gould, the principal’s secretary, 
water the plants in the school office 
each morning. A willful child, Faith also 
was known to mispronounce her teach-
er’s name as “Silly” and the name of 
teacher assistant Nancy Richeda as 
“Kedda.”

“Faith was the sort of child who, 
when she met you, wouldn’t let you 
forget her,” said Musilli.

Each day, according to Richeda, 
Faith also was known to run to the far-
thest corner of the playground just as 
recess was about to end. Faith loved to 
play outside and didn’t want it to be 
over, and for her, it was worth doing all 
this even if it resulted in extending the 
time by just five minutes. According to 

her father, Joseph Moor, Faith often 
would exclaim “No, Daddy,” or words 
to that effect, as she was running 
toward that corner. Eventually, the 
name stuck as her classmates began 
calling it the Dad corner.

“Never underestimate a person’s 
ability based on a diagnosis. She was a 
very resourceful and creative little girl 
who knew what she wanted and how to 
get it,” Moor said.

In memory of Faith, a dedication 
ceremony was held at the school  
Friday during which a poem written by 
Faith’s sister, Abbey, 14, was read and 
butterflies were released into the air. 
In Faith’s memory, a tree also was 
planted at the “Dad corner” that Faith 
was known to run to, and a bench was 
placed at the spot as well.

The poem by Abbey read, in part, “I 
do not think my song will end while 
flowers, grass, and trees abound with 
birds and butterflies, for I am one of 
these.”

Elks to host 
Father’s Day 
breakfast

Photo by Brittany Soda/New Jersey Herald

Joseph Moor, left, Abbey Moor, 14, center, and teacher Jessica Musilli pose at 
their bake sale stand in honor of Faith Moor Saturday at Wantage Day in 
Woodbourne Park. Faith, a student affected by Down syndrome, died May 20.

School, family grieve loss of 8-year-old who touched many lives

Meal, nature event 
for families with 
special-needs kids

See ELKS, Page A9

By LYNDSAY CAYETANA 
BOUCHAL

lbouchal@njherald.com

GREEN — The first thing Bridget 
Schultz learned as the acting tax col-
lector for the day was: “People don’t 
hate you.”

“They just may not like your job,” 
Bridget reported Monday at the 
Township Committee meeting, where 
25 Green Hills eighth-grade students 
ran the local government for the day, 
including the committee meeting.

As part of the township’s annual 
springtime tradition, the graduating 
class of Green Hills School spent the 
day touring the township, learning its 
history and geographical wonders, 
and shadowing a municipal official to 
learn firsthand about their roles and 
responsibilities.

“I never knew how rich a history 
Green had until today,” said acting 
Committeeman Ryan Holzhauer, who 
shadowed Township Committeman 
Chris Bilik. “Having numerous Indian 
artifact sites and multiple naturally 
formed caves is very fascinating to 
me.”

“I found out about the town budget 
and could not believe it — $3.5 mil-
lion,” said Christopher Dionne, 14, 
who acted as Green’s deputy mayor 
under Daniel Konkling.

Christopher said, however, that his 
Student Government Day experience 
affirmed his ambition to pursue a 
career in technology, deeming politics 
“boring.”

Acting Board of Adjustment Chair 
Jordan Pavlishin and acting Planning 
and Zoning Board Secretary Rachel 
Kaphan said they were most interest-
ed in finding their own homes on a tax 
map, while acting Committeewoman 
Olivia Weiss filled the shoes of 
Committeeman Roger Michaud and 
learned about the functions of local 
government from soup to nuts.

“As part of the Township Committee, 
Mr. Michaud plays an important role,” 
Olivia said. “He oversees our school’s 
budget; he’s in charge of managing 
our tax dollars and deciding how 
much (Green) needs to tax the citi-
zens in order to pay township expens-
es; and he betters the township by 
taking complaints by citizens and 
attempting to fulfill their wishes.”

Student Government Day was 
established more than 25 years ago 

and traditionally concludes with the 
Township Committee taking a back 
seat to the youthful acting committee 
that runs the township meeting. 

Acting mayor Shelby Stunger, 14, 
was guided by Mayor James Chirip as 
she nervously called roll, discussed 
new business and voted on an 
impromptu resolution. By the conclu-
sion of the hour-long meeting, howev-
er, she adjourned the meeting with 
confidence and poise.

“It’s days like this that give me rea-
son to be in government because I 
know I can help kids like this and help 
their parents,” Chirip said. “Every 
Student Government Day, every year 
it reminds me why I’m doing it. All 
those thankless hours, hours you put 
in ... you leave here so energized by 
just the kids’ wonder of what they 
never knew about town and what 
(goes) on.”

Students take the lead
Green Hills eighth-graders spend day as town officials

Photos by Lyndsay Cayetana Bouchal/New Jersey Herald

Green Hills School eighth-graders are sworn in as acting committee members at the Township Committee 
meeting Monday. The meeting capped off a day of touring the township, learning its history and geographical 
wonders, and shadowing a municipal official to learn firsthand about their roles and responsibilities.

Green Hills School eighth-grader Shelby Stunger, 14, center, calls roll as 
the acting township mayor at the Township Committee meeting Monday. 
Mayor James Chirip assists her while acting Councilman Christopher 
Dionne, left, and Township Clerk Linda Peralta look on.

See FAITH, Page A10 

Auditions set for ‘Damn Yankees’
BUDD LAKE — Auditions for “Damn Yankees” will be held at the Pax 

Amicus Castle Theatre at 1 p.m. Saturday and at 7 p.m. Tuesday, June 19.
Everyone over 18 is welcome to come try out. “Damn Yankees” plays 

weekends in August.
The theater is located at 23 Lake Shore Drive. For more information, 

call 973-691-2100.
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Joseph Patrick Abate
Kathryn Leigh Abate
Jack Joseph Abbate
Joshua Storm Aguilar
Dewiley Constance Alla
Jade Allen
Brandon Raymond Bears
Kimberly Lynn Bernotas
Dylan Avery Bianco
Sarah Ann Biller
Kevin Donald Boyd
Luc Christian Brancheau
Luke James Brenniser
Kenneth Alan Bruscia
Julia Burtt
Caroline Ellen Butler
Rachel Grace Caiazzo
Alexander Mario Castellanos
Brian D. Chernati
Steven James Churchill
Melissa Cirasella
Casey Patrick Claps
Jake Patrick Connelly
Kevin Alexander Costabel
Kyle Nolan Cramer
Katie Susan Current
Evan Michael Daire
Amanda L. Danielson
Amanda Nicole Dayer
Joseph Lee Dean
Eric Alexander Decker
Amie Leigh DeFeo
Kiara Raylin Detwiller
Kelly Alejandra Diaz
Jenny Catherine Diener
Robert Dippel
Andrew Hardy Dugan
Erik Amadeus Dzirko
Tyler Jon Erhard
Benjamin Robert Ervey
Alex Michael Feltwater
Daniel Robert Ferri
Sarah Melanie Flora
Allison Nicole Frauenpreis
Kali Marie Frolich
Briana Kailyn Furby
Kyle Thomas Gabbard
Sydney Danielle Gawdun
Richard Edward Gerdes
Meghan L. Gianni-Bradford
Zackery Louis Gorab
Kevin Michael Gossett
Brandon Andrew Grant
Nicholas Grosche
Alicia Leigh Grotyohann
Michelle L. Guillorn
Timirant Gupta
Jennifer Gutierrez
Jacob Alexander Guzman
Forrest Edward Gysen
Brittany Lee Hall
Cody Joseph Harris
Caitlin Ruane Hatchard
Mackenzie Sean Healy
Kayla Marie Hendershot
Henry Robert Henderson
Gaspar Hernandez
Geraldine Hernandez-Moreno
Samantha Elizabeth Hofmann
Alexis Adair Homa
Samuel David Hontz
Justin Hu
Connor Phillip Huber
Kelsi Rae Huber
Elyse Hull Huwe
Ashley Elizabeth Iliff
Marc Patrick Jensen-Lida
Kelsey Denisse Jones
Walidah Rahjeeyah Joyner
Kayla Mackenzie Kahn
Matthew Thomas Kaphan
Connor Cecil Kasabian
Matthias Kauderer
Ian Keebler
Thomas Dirk Kelly
Nicholas William King
Austin Michael Koehler
Andrew Michael Kwiatkowski
Alexandria Rose Kylis
Jack Thomas Lally
Emily Nicole Lawrence
Dalton Karl Leeman
Arrik Aragorn Leman
Jessica Marie LeMasson
Sarah Joy Leonardo
Zachary Adam Little
Krystal Aleiny Lora
Evan Jordan Loveland
Sean Joseph Lupo

Kevin Francis Lyons
Shawn Michael Maguire
William Scott Makowitz
Sean Cameron Marschall
Kathryn Elizabeth Marshall
Zackary J. Masker
Shealyn Brenna McGee
Kristina Amanda McKenzie
Jose David Mecias Acosta
Kacee Leigh Meeler
Lorant Mena
Melissa Ann Meyer
Regina Murielle Mian
Meghan Elizabeth Michels
Caley Marie Mikesell
Stephen James Miller
Thomas James Miskovich
Amy Patricia Mistry
Kellie Rose Mokrzycki
Holly Marie Molnar
Michael Kenneth Mooney
Logan Samuel Morales
Valeria Carolina Morales
Katharine Anne Morgenthien
Angelica Joyce Mowery
Jessica Lynn Mullin
Christopher Danrich Nappa
Brittany Elizabeth Niper
Justine Vanessa Noble
Amanda Leigh Norman
Julia Mae O’Malley
Rebecca Leigh Osborn
Ryan Christopher Pankz
Charlotte Ellis Paparella
Daniel Robert Papis
James Charles Papis, Jr.
Brooke Peterson
Richard Edward Petre
Nicole Kristen Petrillo
Emilie Marissa Petry
Brendan Matthew Pierson
Michael Anthony Pierson
Aimee Evelyn Pollock
Timothy Polyak
Camila Posse
Diamond Omega Powell
Brett Adam Quentz

James Alexander Reda
Justina Anne Regolizio
Victoria Ann Rieken
Angelique Alyssa Ringleben
Jordan Lawrence Rothstein
Anthony Carl Rumbello
Joseph Robert Russo
Nathaniel John Samanns
Ciarra Marie Sanchez-Decker
Alyssia Grace Schmitt
Ariana Kate Selimi
Charlotte Seron
Katie Lynn Smith
Rachel Renee Smith
Eric William Snyder 
Gavin Stobie
Kayla Marie Sumski
Jolene Ann Swistack
Mark Andrew Taylor
Tanisha Blondell Taylor
Nicholas Michael Tedesco
Kristopher Ryan Trautz
Ryan Chase Tremain
Jennifer Velasquez
Monica Joanna Velez
Elizabeth Kelly Viersma
Samantha Waldron
Rachel Leigh Weiss
Taylor Jocelyn Welsh
Kiana Renee White
Jonathan Paul Williams
Cory Gareth Wilson
Erin Nicole Wolters
Sara Diane Woodrow
Kathryn Taylor Yost
Joseph Frank Zalewski
Michael Vincent Zaremski
Patrick John Zuber 

Newton High School  
Class of  2012

Valedictorian: Joseph Russo   Salutatorian: Kathryn Yost

Class officers
Kimberly Lynn Bernatos: President

Jessica Lynn Mullin: Secretary 

Amie Leigh DeFeo: Public Relations

Christopher Danrich Nappa: Treasurer

Principal Barbara Cimorelli said 
Faith loved butterflies, and for the chil-
dren who loved Faith, saying goodbye 
to the butterflies was a way of connect-
ing them to Faith and acknowledging 
their grief. 

Though the concepts of life and 
death are hard for the other children to 
understand, Richeda said their grief 
still manifests itself in unexpected 
ways, as in the case of a girl who cried 
Tuesday and said “I love Faith” when 
she saw Faith’s picture.

“Her presence in our class and in 
our lives was so strong, so vibrant, and 
such a big part of our day,” said Musilli. 
“The reminders of her are everywhere, 
and we’ve tried to keep her memory 
alive through funny anecdotes and pic-
tures and stories so we’re not avoiding 
talking about her.”

Joseph Moor said sharing these sto-
ries also has been vital in helping him 
through the grieving process. Shortly 
after Faith took ill in March, he said, he 
started posting updates on her condi-
tion on Facebook. Eventually, as more 
and more people kept asking about her, 
he decided to start a blog where he has 
since continued posting stories and 
remembrances of Faith at www.faiths-

folly.com.
“Faith was not only a gift to us but to 

everyone else she came across,” Moor 
said. “We were always willing to share 
her with others in life and also in 
death.”

Though losing their younger sister 
has been emotionally devastating, 
Moor said the experience has given his 
daughters Abbey and Jessica a matu-
rity beyond their years. He said Abbey 
has told him she wants to be a special 
education teacher when she grows up.

The entire school community also 
has been supportive, so much so that 
while the Moors were spending days 
on end visiting with Faith in the hospi-
tal, several staff members from the 

Clifton E. Lawrence School, including 
Musilli and Richeda, came to the 
Moors’ home to clean their house and 
do laundry. Several fundraisers, includ-
ing one held at Wantage Day last 
Saturday, also were organized to assist 
the Moors with some of their consider-
able expenses.

While they were fortunate to have 
insurance to cover most of Faith’s 
medical expenses, Susan Moor said 
the necessity of traveling to and from 
New York Presbyterian Hospital each 
day had taken its toll in other ways. 
After Faith’s condition took a turn for 
the worse, Moor said she was forced to 
take a leave of absence from work so 
she could be with Faith each day. 

Between the cost of tolls, parking, and 
gasoline and the loss of income from 
her job, she estimated her family had 
taken a hit of between $15,000 and 
$20,000 in the last few months.

Even so, she said, they have not 
asked anyone for help and remain 
deeply grateful for the support they 
have received.

“Her [Faith’s] family has been such 
a source of inspiration and strength,” 
Musilli said. “Being with her family has 
helped us tremendously.”

“From the beginning, the entire 
school and community were just amaz-
ing,” Joseph Moor said. “They have 
been so supportive. We couldn’t have 
asked for any better.”

Faith
Continued from Page A7

Photos by Brittany Soda/New Jersey Herald 

 Zac Little, left, and Jack Lally, right, do a hand shake while waiting for the Newton graduation to begin on Tuesday. 

Julie Polyak, 9, embraces her brother, graduate Timothy 
Polyak, at the completion of the Newton commencement 
Tuesday.

More photos can be found 
in the photo gallery

at www.njherald.com

Graduation date: June 12, 2012
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